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Los Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan presents HSSC'’s publication Griffith Park: A Centennial
History to librarian Pearl Yamazawa at the groundbreaking of the Los Feliz branch library in April.
Look for more news on books and Los Angeles on page 4.

Weingart Grant Adds
$150,000 to Campaign

xecutive Director Tom Andrews
Ereceived the exciting news that

the Weingart Foundation ap-
proved a challenge grant of $150,000 to
help HSSC launch the public phase of
its $3 million multipurpose endowment
campaign. The grant will be paid over
three years.

“It is very satisfying to receive this
grant,” Andrews noted, “because it
speaks to the confidence this important
Los Angeles foundation has in the work
the Historical Society is doing, and in
the leadership of our board of directors
who pledged $300,000 before the cam-
paign was publicly announced.”

The Weingart grant raises the total
amount pledged to the five-year cam-
paign to $635,000 and marks the total
amount received to date at $300,000.
The $3 million capital campaign in-
cludes an endowment portion of
$1.3 million and an operations fund
of $1.7 million.

Building the endowment will enable
HSSC to expand many of its services,
including publication of the Southern
California Quarterly and other publica-
tions, outreach programs providing
conferences and resource materials for
elementary and secondary teachers, and
continuing the popular HSSC awards
programs.

The expansion fund for operations
will support Society operations during
the fund raising period and enable
HSSC to improve its office situation,
add one staff position and upgrade its
computers and overall technology. By
improving its offices and technology,
and modestly expanding its staff, HSSC
can meet its goals for enhanced service
to more Southern Californians.

“This is a special moment in our 114
year history,” says Andrews.
“Hopefully, Weingart’s expression of
confidence in HSSC is a stimulus to
others to follow their lead.”

Haynes Grant
For Research

The John Randolph Haynes and
Dora Haynes Foundation has
made a grant of $10,000 to
HSSC to provide funds to scholars re-
searching and writing the history of
Los Angeles and Southern California.

The grant will support scholars who
have short-term financial needs and
whose research is not limited to the
resources of a single institution. Ac-
cording to Martin Ridge, HSSC presi-
dent, “There is a genuine need for such
a program.”

The grant will target, for example,
research oriented scholars in smaller
local institutions, doctoral candidates
and faculty from out-of-state institu-
tions who must make brief visits, sec-
ondary school faculty who need sum-
mer awards to do research, retired
scholars who no longer have ties to
their former employers, and unaffili-
ated scholars who need modest finan-
cial support of their research so they
can continue to publish.

Ridge, who also serves on a grants
committee at the Huntington, recalls
seeing younger scholars who needed
three months of research time in L.A.
libraries but only two at the Hunting-
ton. As a result a scholar would accept
a two month award and try to make the
money last an additional month.

Availability of short-term awards is
so limited that Ridge believes HSSC
has made a valuable contribution initi-
ating the program so generously sup-
ported by the Haynes Foundation.

Applications from scholars will be
reviewed by a committee of five. For
information and application form, call
(213) 222-0546 or 1 (800) HISTORY.
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us at the Biltmore Hotel for this
special awards luncheon. Invita-
tions will be mailed in August.
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Meet Director
John R. Suit Jr.

ohn R. Suit, vice president of in-
surance underwriting for the Auto-

mobile Club of Southern Califor-
nia,—and better known as Rich—joins
the HSSC board bringing with him a
life-long interest in history.

Although Rich has a special interest
in the old West, he became fascinated
by the brass reliefs in church crypts
while he was in the U.S. Air Force and
living near Cambridge, England.

In his office today, Rich has a seven
foot rubbing of the carved image of a
15th century English nobleman as well
as several smaller rubbings. Appropri-
ately, Rich also collects cast iron fire-
marks—early insurance company
plaques placed on dwellings as proof of
being insured.
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This May, Rich was one of a select
few appointed by Governor Pete Wil-
son to the newly formed advisory com-
mittee to the California Earthquake Au-
thority. The committee is privately
funded by insurance companies and
demonstrates a partnership unlike any-
thing in the state’s history. Together
the government and the insurance in-
dustry will address the growing prob-
lem of how to respond physically and
financially to California’s natural catas-
trophes.

HSSC welcomes Rich Suit on board
and applauds his enthusiasm for South-
ern California’s history.

Larry Burgess
Honored for 25
Years of Service

edlands Country Club was the
Rsetting for a gathering of more

than 250 people to honor Larry
Burgess’s twenty-five year association
with the A.K Smiley Public Library.

Burgess began work at the Smiley in
1972 as archivist—a postion he created.
Burgess became library director in 1985.
His tireless efforts to collect, save and
promote Redlands’ past has earned him
the sobriquet of “Mr. Redlands.”

The party, that rarity in which the sub-
ject was genuinely surprised, drew peo-
ple from across the state and the nation
to honor and roast him. Stunned and
speechless upon his entrance, Burgess
was immediately aided by his collabora-
tor, Jim Sandos, who shepherded him
and the program to a successful conclu-
sion.

During the evening special remarks
from HSSC Executive Director Tom
Andrews were read. Burgess has served
on the board of directors of HSSC since
1987. The event also produced contri-
butions toward a fund named for
Burgess to support the work of the Smi-
ley.

Offered the last word of the evening,
Burgess took it. “If you think I am en-
joying this just for myself,” he said,
“you’re right. I love it. These twenty-
five years have made me a better man,”
he added, “and I salute you for making
it possible.”

HSSC thanks Jim Sandos
Jfor contributing to this report.
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Ridge Presents Presidential Address

to American Historical Association
at Pacific Coast Meeting

Last August, Martin Ridge presented the presi-
dential address to the Pacific Coast Branch of
the American Historical Association during its
89th annual meeting at San Fancisco State Uni-
versity. Following is an excerpt.

oday many historians feel that
I they, as well as the discipline,

face a crisis. Historians them-
selves must address questions within
the discipline, some of which are
perennial. For example, although most
American historians feel secure in their
methodology, perhaps they should pay
heed to “the crisis” that Robert
Berkhofer identifies in Beyond the
Great Story when he points out “the
implications of literary and rhetorical
theory for the very practice of history
itself.”

The arguments regarding how histori-
ans seek truths—or if there is historical
truth—and present their findings may
always be with us, but unless we under-
stand the current thinking, the chal-
lenges to history as a discipline will
haunt us. Because literary and rhetori-
cal theorists claim they see a stellar
parallax, we ought at least to look

through the telescope.

Although questions regarding theory
may be profound most historians are
more immediately concerned about the
current political climate—the so-called
culture wars. The response to the exhi-
bition of the Enola Gay at the Smithso-
nian Institution and the “West as Amer-
ica” show at the Museum of Art, and,
perhaps, more pressing, the discussion
of the history standards are certainly
important. Historians may disagree
among themselves about the exhibi-
tions, but the division between the
members of the profession and their
critics is marked.

On one side are the historians, with a
traditional understanding of how evi-
dence is assembled and evaluated, and
how materials are presented; and on the
other side are congeries of activists and
journalists who believe that historical
evidence and interpretation are less im-
portant than their personal national
agenda. There is a profound difference:
historians believe that Clio, the muse of
history, is to be wooed, not to be used
or raped!

Museums of the Arroyo Day

Draws Crowd to the Lummis Home

Docent Barbara Corry welcomes visitors to
the Lummis Home.

ore than 1,000 Angelenos
Mvisited the Lummis Home on
May 18, when HSSC joined

four arroyo institutions to celebrate Na-
tional Museums Day.

Each of the museums was open free
of admission and provided special pro-
grams. In the Lummis garden, 15 artists
displayed their work which ranged
from oils and acrylics to wearable art
and garden toys.

For many, touring the Lummis Home
with our outstanding docents was a
highlight.
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Books and Los Angeles: A Great Team

by Tom Andrews

os Angeles as subject is alive
and flourishing in the number of
fine histories being published.

No longer should it be said that the
”basic unity of most Southern Califor-
nians stems from their common igno-
rance of their common past; and, con-
sequently, anything which threatens
that ignorance threatens the unity.”

These books, including ones HSSC
has recognized in its awards programs,
are important because they respect the
“pastness of the past” and demand that
we go through the tough, hard reason-
ing process of separating fact from fic-
tion about the past.

Books such as these help us avoid the
trap of turning to the past for diversion
rather than instruction. The danger in
searching the past for curiosities rather

than patterns is that we become tourists
instead of participants in our own her-
itage.

Without a past that we have taken the
trouble to accurately define, evaluate
and understand, we build the present in
vain, groping to find our way through
the complex problems facing us, impa-
tient for instant results and susceptible
to simple answers. At the same time,
ignoring the past and focusing only on
the future can be a most deceiving type
of illusion.

These books not only prevent us from
neglecting the past, but help us use the
past to put the present in proper per-
spective. As such they contribute to a
more informed action in tackling the
complex problems of today’s society.

Herein lies the relevance of history.

Vroman’s Presents HSSC Books at Festival

pril 19 and 20 marked another

milestone for books in Los An-

geles. More than 75,000 people
attended the LA Times Festival of
Books at UCLA.

The fare included books of every type,
lectures and book signings by renowned
authors, and a chance to talk to other
book enthusiasts. Whole families spent
the day at the Festival.

Vroman’s—Pasadena’s venerable
book shop—featured HSSC’s publica-
tions under one of its six canopies.

The relationship between the 103-
year-old book store and 114-year-old
HSSC continues to be a rewarding one
for both.
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HSSC's Michele Clark and Vroman’s Stan Hynds at the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books.
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\WOMEN OF THE ARROYO

Marion Kavanagh Wachtel
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Marion Wachtel Private Collection

by Nancy Dustin Wall Moure

California native sycamores and eucalyptus dot a landscape focused on a stream at the
base of the ever-present mountains in a 1944 Marion Wachtel painting.

ne blizzardy day in February
O 1903, Chicago art teacher Mar-

ion Kavanagh, a plain-looking
spinster in her mid 20s, stepped into the
office of the vice president of the Santa
Fe Railway and asked him to make
good on his promise. Shortly before, he
had seen one of her sketches of the
mountains of North Carolina and said
en passant, “Whenever you want to
paint in California the Santa Fe will
give you transportation [in exchange]
for some of your sketches.” Thus Mar-
ion became one more Midwesterner
fleeing frozen winters and seeking for-
tune in the Edenic promise of Califor-
nia.

The decision changed her life and
most probably resulted in her immor-
tality. Marion was a product of her
time—a late nineteenth century woman
who, released from society’s stigma of
having to get married, pursued a career.
Art was considered genteel and appro-
priate for women. Like many of her

studio-oriented female peers, she fo-
cused on figures and portraits and still
lifes done in watercolor. In fact, she
supplemented her family stipend to
take classes at the Art Institute of
Chicago by painting little portraits at
$10 each. However, before coming to
California, she had painted in oil and
had executed landscapes. In Southern
California, after meeting and possibly
studying with Elmer Wachtel, she fell,
like other artistic arrivals, under the
spell of the landscape.

Her association with the arroyo be-
gan even before her marriage to Elmer
Wachtel in 1904. Southern California's
pleasant weather encouraged outdoor
sketching, and Elmer, with whom she
reportedly fell in love at first sight, was
a landscapist with whom she went
sketching. Some of these trips must
have been made into the Arroyo Seco
since it was within an easy walk of the
studio Wachtel maintained at 2814
North Sichel (1904-1906). Not only did

such picturesque areas act like magnets
on sensitive artists, but the prevailing
landscape mode of the time—the Bar-
bizon style—necessitated subject mat-
ter such as woods and streams and
clearings and meadows. These ele-
ments only existed in the area’s river
valleys, such as the Arroyo Seco that
stretched between downtown Los An-
geles and the suburb of Pasadena. By
1907 the couple moved deeper into the
arroyo when Elmer built a new home
on the wooded slopes of Mt. Washing-
ton. There, at 315 West Avenue 43, the
couple remained through about 1921.
Strategically situated between patrons
on Bunker Hill in Los Angeles and
along Orange Grove in Pasadena, they
yet enjoyed a rustic existence. Built of
redwood in a rustic style, their house
boasted high ceilings, a studio for the
artists, and views that mirrored the
compositions created in many of their
pictures—up the arroyo with a peek of
the San Gabriel chain. The house still
exists. Their third move, was to a
studio-house far up the arroyo near the
present day Rose Bowl.

Not many early works by Marion
are currently known. Some still lifes of
fruit and flowers from before 1900 ap-
pear nearly primitive. But a 1904 land-
scape, Sunset Clouds #5 (Mr. and Mrs.
Robert and Ann Steiner) shows a
nearly fully-developed watercolor style

WACHTEL continued on page 6

NANCY MOURE is the
author of Loners, Mav-
ericks and Dreamers,
a chronicle of art in
Los Angeles before
1900. The book ac-
companied a recent
exhibit at the Laguna
Art Museum.
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WACHTEL continued from page 5

marked by a lyric poeticism, or as one
reviewer expressed, “her voice in paint-
ing was ever soft and low.”

Although the Arroyo no doubt pro-
vided subject matter for some of Mar-
ion’s earliest local landscapes, the cou-
ple eventually ranged far and wide,
lugging painting kits into the wilder-
ness from the Sierra in the north to the
Santa Luis Rey river in the south, up to
Oregon, and, by 1908 they had even
gone into the Southwest and visited the
Hopi and Navajo territories. They trav-
eled by foot, by horseback, by wagon,
and finally by specially built automo-
bile, camping in tents; they fought rat-
tlesnakes and heat. Described as kin-
dred souls, each with a great sense of
humor, they were congenial partners
for more than 25 years before Elmer
died suddenly in 1929 while the two
were on a sketching trip to Mexico.
Marion continued to live in her home
on Linda Vista until her death in 1954.

Marion Wachtel was not only one
of the strongest painters in pre-1914
Los Angeles, but one of the best water-
color technicians of her era nationally.
More than a mere copyist of the local
landscape, she did what the best artists
do, she interpreted the scene through
choice of colors and composition. Her
views present a gentle sunset land of
peace and harmony, and they helped
establish the personality believed by
hundreds of more hopefuls who contin-
ued to ride West in search of the Amer-
ican dream.
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Meet Franklin
High Intern
Jenny Saldivar

hree years ago Sandra Pope, ca-
I reer counselor for Benjamin
Franklin High School’s Perkins
Academy, called HSSC to see if we
would welcome an intern in the office.
The answer was “Yes.”

This year senior Jenny Saldivar has
joined the HSSC staff, mastering the
folding and the shrink-wrap equipment
and putting her computer skills to work.
All agree Jenny will be a fine employee
someday.

Besides HSSC other local businesses
and organizations participating in
Franklin’s intern program are the North-
east Division of the Los Angeles Police
Department, the Los Angeles Superior
Court, the law firm of Morrison and Fo-
erster, Century Cable Television and
TCG-Marketing.
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Visitor Recalls Stay in the
Lummis Home in 1934

hen Ellen Beaumont Wilts

was 9 years old, she, her

mother and sister spent six
months at the Lummis Home. Her
mother, Amy Beaumont, and Jordan
Lummis’s first wife Betty met when
both were in nurses’ training at Holly-
wood’s Children’s Hospital. In 1934
after Amy had had surgery, Beitty in-

son. Agnes capitalized on her job as program
planner for a group of friends when she
arranged a reunion at the Lummis Home.

Ellen Beaumont Wilts, right,with Agnes Daw-

vited her friend to come from her home
in Tucson, Arizona to the Lummis
Home to recover.

In March, Ellen, who now lives in
Pasadena, returned to the Lummis
Home with Agnes Dawson who orga-
nized this outing for a group of friends.
Pat Lummis Walker, Jordan’s daughter,
and Glen and Muir Dawson were also
on hand and shared their memories of
El Alisal and Charles Fletcher Lummis.

Ellen remembers a bed was placed
for her in the entry of El Alisal just out-
side the guest bedroom where her
mother slept. Since the house was open
to visitors, Ellen carefully put her bed-
ding away each morning. She also re-
members the fish pond filled with lilies
and goldfish, playing house in the guest
house built for Turbese Lummis and
yearning to climb the old sycamore tree
around which El Alisal was built.
~ At the time, Jordan’s family lived in a
house that was razed several years later
to make way for the freeway.

One of the rooms Ellen always was
curious to see but which was out-of-
bounds was the tower room. Thanks to
Margaret Dickerson, this time around
Ellen finally got to see the room.

)

Colleen Wadsworth and Roz Newson

Thursday Morning
Irregulars Visit
Regularly

he Thursday Morning Irregulars

are a group of painters who de-

scribe themselves as an
“unorganized, talented group of superb
painters of the great outdoors.” HSSC
member Florence Weismann finds historic
locations for the group and has included
the Lummis Home where this photo was
taken. Members return several Thursdays
to one site and then travel to another. For
information: call (626) 799-6376

Class of ’53 Panorama: From North Hollywood to
Encinitas to the Historical Society of Southern California

HSSC often receives donations of items with historical interest. The items are placed in collections or are offered in the fall rare book and art auc-
tion. This North Hollywood Junior High School panorama of the class of 1953 was donated by northern San Diego County resident Martha Rotramel
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SAVE THIS DATE

SEPTEMBER 24
12-2
Luncheon
JACK SMITH
COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT AWARD
Biltmore Hotel

MORE EVENTS

JULY 26 10 -12
Orientation for prospective
Lummis Home docents
Reservations (213) 222-0546

JULY 26 4:30-7:30
Conversation & Book Signing
Toward a Simpler Way of Life

Arts & Crafts Architects of California
Moderated by Bob Winter

The Gamble House

Reservations: (818) 793-3334

AUGUST 9 10-4
Book Sale
Lummis Home

SEPTEMBER 5 - 10

California by Rail & Sail
Sponsored by

Associated Historical Societies
(818) 792-1048

SEPTEMBER 6

Bicentennial Celebration

San Fernando Mission

Call (818) 361-0186 for details

OCTOBER 12 1-4
Book, Art & Photo Auction
Lummis Home

Look for an announcement of a
special 1997 FALL TOUR

featuring Hollywood’s archives \ |
Led by Nancy & Jon Wilkman , |




