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BICENTENNIAL:
LOOKING BACKWARD, FORWARD

Los Angeles has begun its 200th year of existence
in typical fashion. Amid the fanfare celebrations at El
Pueblo State Historic Park, the artist exhibits at the
County Museum of Art, the Municipal Art Gallery,
and other locations, the literature exhibit at Pierce
College, and other programs, attempts were made to
raze the Brown Derby restaurant!

This should serve as an object lesson for all of us
—- who cherish our Southern California heritage. lt’s a

fragile legacy, subject to obliteration at the whim of a

real estate developer or a high-rise speculator. Protect-
ing that legacy should be an implicit responsibility for
every member of the Historical Society of Southern
California.

This will be a year that sees a wide variety of
birthday observances, from the enduring to the
absurd. “L.A.’s the Place” is not just a bicentennial
slogan. It promises to be the stem of a sentence that
can make of the bicentennial an important series of
events, or the butt of Johnny Carson’s monologue or
Bob Hope’s savings and loan commercials. Preserving
a heritage is serious business. But in honoring the
past, we must also plan for the future.

Such plans are currently under way at HSSC
headquarters with the start of a new seasonal year Q,‘

that just happens to coincide with the city’s birthday. as

Between now and next June there will be meetings, M

receptions, hikes, and outings to attract the interest Students at Alternative School 7 constructed a

of every HSSC member. But there’s more. The prize-winning exhibit for the History Day/L.A. pro-
Society has in progress an active program of restora- gram held last May at California State University,
tion of the Lummis Home (El Alisal) gardens, Northridge. The subject of the exhibit was the life of
involvement with local schools, and hosting of various Charles F. Lummis, and the display featured a scale

activities at the Lummis Home. The operative word model of the Lummis Home which now serves as

for the year is “outreach,” a program of extending HSSC headquarters. ln the photograph, Social
HSSC sponsorship and involvement beyond past Studies teacher Ken Easum, who directed the stu-

limits to new horizons; to kindle a sense of active dents in the project, and (from left) Rachel Siegel,

participation by our members. The year promises to Suzanne Jones, Michelle Anton, and Linnea Johnson
be an exciting one, a time during which we may all admire their work, which took first place in the group
find ourselves joining in the appreciation of the past exhibit competition. The exhibit has been on display
while looking forward to the future. in the foyer of the Lummis Home.


